[The prevalence of emaciation in 2 populations (nomadic herdsmen and sedentary agricultural workers) of the Gao region in Mali].
A cross-sectional survey using a cluster sampling method made it possible to calculate the Weight-for-Height index of 1830 children aged 0-5 years. With the index, we were able to compare the distribution and prevalence of emaciation between the population of nomadic herdsmen of the Adrar of Iforas and the population of sedentary agriculturalists of the Region of Gao in Mali. The results show that the nutritional status of both populations stands below the reference population; the prevalence of emaciation (Z-score less than or equal to -2 standard deviations) is significantly higher among the agriculturalists than among the pastoralists (34% and 9% respectively). The results stress the usefulness of functional classification as a tool for identifying vulnerable groups in the context of nutritional aid programs.